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 Master of Education in Special Education
Specializing in Dyslexia 

Midwestern State University’s Master of Education in Special Education Specializing in Dyslexia is designed for teachers interested in working with children or adults who have dyslexia or related language disorders. Upon successful completion of the MSU Dyslexia Language Therapist Program, students may apply to take The Alliance National Registration Exam for Multisensory Structured Language Education at the therapy level. Passage of the exam qualifies the individual for membership in ALTA as a Certified Academic Language Therapist (CALT). Members of ALTA must acquire continuing education units to maintain their membership. For additional information on current ALTA requirements, please visit ALTA’s website at www.altaread.org
PROGRAM STRUCTURE
The Master of Education in Special Education Specializing in Dyslexia provides the opportunity for the student to become a specialist in the field of dyslexia and related learning differences. The program requires two years of graduate study, extensive practicum teaching hours, and clinical teaching hours. Course content and techniques are based on Take Flight: A Comprehensive Intervention for Students with Dyslexia, a curriculum written by the staff of the Luke Waites Center for Dyslexia and Learning Disorders of Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children (TSRHC). Take Flight builds on the success of the three previous dyslexia intervention programs developed by the staff of TSRHC: Alphabetic Phonics, the Dyslexia Training Program and TSRH Literacy Program. Take Flight was developed to enable students with dyslexia to achieve and maintain better sight word recognition, fluency and comprehension, as well as aid in the transition from a therapy setting to “real world” learning. Reading intervention studies, including data collected at the TSRHC Dyslexia laboratory, have been the impetus for Take Flight and have contributed to its design. Teaching trials in the TSRHC Dyslexia Laboratory and by therapists in collaborating schools have influenced curriculum revision. Objective measurement of student progress has been an integral aspect of the Take Flight project from the onset. Results from the TSRHC Dyslexia Laboratory support its effectiveness.  
For details about the latest research, view the TSRHC Luke Waites Center for Dyslexia research summary of Take Flight: A Comprehensive Intervention for Students with Dyslexia.
http://www.tsrhc.org/downloads/PDF/DyslexiaResearchSummary.pdf 
PROGRAM ADMISSION:
Applicants for the Master of Education in Special Education Specializing in Dyslexia must present the following minimum criteria for acceptance into the graduate program:

1. Bachelor’s degree and standard Texas Teacher Certificate or equivalent;

2. A grade point average of 3.0 in previous education courses; and

3. Additionally, a committee may screen applicants based on selected criteria*.

*Upon receipt of a completed application for admission, official transcripts (if other than MSU) and Graduate Record Examination scores, the Special Education Committee will determine those applicants who will be admitted to the program. 

Completion of the Master of Education in Special Education Specializing in Dyslexia qualifies the student to apply for professional certification upon completion of the Alliance Exam. Our graduates will also receive the title of Certified Academic Language Therapist (CALT). 
The program requires:

· two years of graduate study 

· extensive practicum teaching hours 

· clinical teaching hours
· Requirements *(36 Credit Hours total)
Application for professional certification as a CALT requires the following:

A bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution

1. Completion of comprehensive therapist training under the supervision of a Qualified Instructor that includes a minimum of 200 instructional hours, a minimum of 700 clinical/teaching hours, a minimum of 10 demonstrations, clinical/teaching documentation, and proof of the therapist’s progress and competence

2. Acceptable performance on a comprehensive examination administered by ALTA

3. Completion of 3 CEUs (30 contact hours) every three years

THE COURSE WORK
Core Dyslexia Courses (15 hours)
SPED5103

Survey of Dyslexia and Related Learning Disabilities

SPED5113

Promoting Early Language Development of the Dyslexic 






Student/Practicum Experience 

SPED5123
Reading Fluency Instruction and Assessment for the Dyslexic Student/ Practicum Experience

SPED 5133  
Morphological and Syntactical Awareness for the Dyslexic Student/Practicum Experience

SPED 5143
Cognitive and Linguistic Structure of Written Language for the Dyslexic Student/Practicum Experience 

Additional Required Courses for CALT and M.Ed. (6 hours) 

SPED 6913
Special Education Law

SPED 6943 
Practicum in Special Education 
Additional Required Courses for M.Ed (9 hours)
COUN 6013
Human Relations

EDUC 5053 
Introduction to Educational Research 

EDUC 6753 
Applied Research 

Electives (6 hours)
SPED 5013
Exceptional Individuals

SPED 5613
Foundations of Special Education
SPED 6613
Individualized Diagnostic Assessment I

SPED 6623
Individualized Diagnostic Assessment II

SPED 6633 
Vocational, Motor Skills, and Assistive Technology Assessment

SPED 6963
Foundations of Special Education Leadership
*Educational Diagnostician Certification is available with this degree option for students
holding an undergraduate degree in Special Education. Leveling classes will be required

for students who do not have an undergraduate Special Education degree who wish to include diagnostician certification. Requires SPED 6613 Individualized Diagnostic Assessment I, SPED 6623-Individual Diagnostic Assessment II and SPED 6633 Vocational, Motor Skills and Assistive Technology Assessment.

Example #1): Candidate has an undergraduate degree in Special Education and seeks Educational Diagnostician Certification-(9) Hours of Required Courses, (21) Dyslexia Core, (9) Electives including SPED 6613, SPED 6623, and SPED 6633. (39 total hours)

Example #2): Candidate does not possess an undergraduate degree in Special Education and seeks Educational Diagnostician Certification-(9) Hours of Required Courses, (21) Dyslexia Core, (9)Electives including SPED 6613, SPED 6623, and SPED 6633 plus 6-9 hours of leveling courses (45-48 total hours). 
DYSLEXIA COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
5103 Survey of Dyslexia and Related Learning Disabilities

A study of the characteristic symptoms of dyslexia, implications of the disorder, diagnosis, and multisensory and discovery language remediation techniques using the Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children (TSRHC) Take Flight: A Comprehensive Intervention for Students with Dyslexia intervention program. 

5113 Promoting Early Language Development of the Dyslexic Student/Practicum Experience

An introduction to teaching beginning reading, spelling, and handwriting focused on the TSRHC Take Flight approach to teaching basic language skills. Teachers plan, present and evaluate instructional sequences for students with dyslexia. Consists of lecture followed by supervised practicum in which teachers provide multisensory, explicit, and direct instruction to at least two groups of students with dyslexia. It also includes group seminars and individual conferences between teacher and practicum supervisor.

5123 Reading Fluency Instruction and Assessment for the Dyslexic Student/ Practicum Experience


Continuation of training in the TSRHC Take Flight based techniques taught in EDUC 5113. Includes a systematic exploration of the articulation of phonemes, fluency testing procedures and data collection to evaluate student growth and effectiveness of instructional approach. Consists of lecture, continued supervised practicum, group seminars, and individual conferences.

    5133 Morphological and Syntactical Awareness for the Dyslexic Student/Practicum Experience

Focuses on provision of comprehensive instruction, including decoding, encoding, written expression, reading comprehension, fluency and study skills using multisensory strategies. Expanded use of etymology in teaching word analysis strategies. Consists of comprehension and vocabulary building strategies for both narrative and expository text in the context of oral reading exercises. 

     5143 Cognitive and Linguistic Structure of Written Language for the Dyslexic Student/Practicum Experience

Focuses on skills for teaching upper level language skills involving reading, spelling, and handwriting, using the TSRHC Take Flight based approach. Vocabulary is expanded and enriched by developing morphological knowledge, word relationships, figurative language, syntax and semantics by direct instruction and in the context of reading. Consists of lecture followed by supervised practicum in which teachers provide direct, explicit and multisensory instruction to at least three groups of students with dyslexia. It also includes group seminars and individual conferences.

     5163 Evaluation and Management Services for the Student with Dyslexia/Practicum Experience


Continuation of training in the TSRHC Take Flight based techniques taught in EDUC 5143. Focuses on an overview of the key components of education law; IDEA, section 504, NCLB and Texas Dyslexia Law. Supervised practicum, group seminars and individual conferences is continued. Emphasis is made on providing students with a basic framework within which they can make decisions about adapting instructional sequences to the specific needs of individual students.
     CONTACTS
     Director of Master of Education in Special Education Specializing in Dyslexia:

     Mary Wines, M.Ed. CALT, QI

     3410 Taft Blvd.

     Wichita Falls Texas, 76308-2099

     Mary.wines@mwsu.edu
     (940) 397-4855

     Graduate Coordinator of the Special Education Program:

     Edward Schultz PhD

     3410 Taft Blvd.

     Wichita Falls, Texas, 76308-2099

     Edward.schultz@mwsu.edu
     (940) 397-6203

